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that they want to make the U.S. Sen-
ate more partisan, more divided. Do 
they really want to take power away 
from individual Senators and give it to 
whoever has 50 votes and the 
tiebreaker at the moment? If it is hard 
for Democrats to pass laws, then they 
should try talking with us. Propose bi-
partisan solutions to our Nation’s chal-
lenges. Persuade your colleagues. Make 
progress together. 

As my friend, former Senator Lamar 
Alexander, said in his farewell address 
just a month ago—he said: ‘‘We don’t 
need a change of rules. The Senate 
needs a change of behavior.’’ 

I urge my Democratic colleagues to 
reject this blatant power grab. Stop 
this rush to take more and more power. 
Come to the center. Reach across the 
aisle. Find common ground. 

Senate Republicans are ready to 
work together to help the American 
people, to get people back to work, to 
get our kids safely back to school so 
they don’t fall further behind, and to 
get the virus behind us. Join us. Let’s 
work together. Let’s do what is right 
for the people we serve. 

I yield the floor. 
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NOMINATION OF ALEJANDRO 
NICHOLAS MAYORKAS 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise to speak in support of Ali 
Mayorkas’s nomination to be Sec-
retary of Homeland Security. 

I believe Ali is uniquely qualified to 
face the challenges our Nation is facing 
on day one. He brings to this office a 
diverse background and set of experi-
ences in both the private and public 
sectors that will serve him well. 

I have known Ali for many years and 
am proud to have recommended him to 
President Clinton for the position of 
U.S. Attorney for the Central District 
of California. I also worked very close-
ly with Ali while he served as Presi-
dent Obama’s Director of U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services and 
later Deputy Secretary of DHS. 

We all know that the role of Sec-
retary of the Department of Homeland 
Security is challenging. Recent history 
has shown the threats facing the 
United States are diverse and ever- 
changing. 

Over my many years working with 
Ali, I have witnessed his intelligence, 
kindness, and thoughtfulness, as well 
as the compassion and morality he 
brings with him to work every day. In 
many ways, Ali’s life story reflects the 
spirit of the American dream, and I 
would like to briefly pass along some of 
that story today. 

Born in Havana, Cuba, Ali and his 
family fled to the United States in 1960. 
He attended the University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree with distinction in 
1981. He went on to earn his law degree 
from Loyola Law School in 1985. From 
1989 to 1998, he served as an Assistant 
U.S. Attorney for the Central District 
of California where he prosecuted a 

wide array of Federal crimes. Ali be-
came the first U.S. Attorney in the 
Central District of California to be ap-
pointed from within the office when he 
was appointed in 1998. 

He created the Civil Rights Section 
in the office to prosecute hate crimes; 
he developed an innovative program to 
address violent crime by targeting 
criminals’ possession of firearms; he 
led the prosecution of street gangs; and 
he still had time to develop an after-
school program to help at-risk youth. 

Ali’s approach to enforcing our Na-
tion’s laws demonstrates a much-need-
ed holistic view that understands the 
complexity of the challenge. He further 
developed his sharp legal skills as a 
partner at O’Melveny and Myers from 
2001 to 2009 where he represented com-
panies in high-profile and sensitive 
government enforcement cases. He was 
recognized by his worldwide firm for 
his leadership and was named by the 
National Law Journal in 2008 as one of 
the ‘‘50 Most Influential Minority Law-
yers in America.’’ 

When Ali took over as Director of 
USCIS in 2009, he worked to administer 
our immigration laws while preserving 
our legacy as a nation of immigrants. 
He helped ensure integrity of our im-
migration laws by decreasing fraud and 
bringing accountability to our immi-
gration system. 

Significantly, under President 
Obama’s directive to grant deferred ac-
tion to immigrants who arrived in this 
country as children, Ali successfully 
implemented the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, known as DACA. 

This program played a critical role 
for hundreds of thousands of young 
people who were able to get jobs, ac-
quire driver’s licenses, purchase homes 
and go to college. I am proud that Ali 
will continue to play a role in allowing 
these young people to pursue the 
American dream. 

When Ali became the Deputy Sec-
retary of Homeland Security under 
President Obama in 2013, he took on 
even more responsibility. He led the 
DHS response to the Ebola and Zika 
virus epidemics, as well as cybersecu-
rity negotiations with China. 

He oversaw the agency’s complex ef-
forts to combat terrorism and enhance 
the security and management of our 
borders. He worked to facilitate trade 
and travel, and he oversaw the enforce-
ment of our immigration laws. 

And he was responsible for coordi-
nating efforts to safeguard cyberspace 
and oversee disaster coordination with 
Federal, State, local, international, 
and private sector partners. 

The United States faces new threats 
to our security every day. We need ex-
perienced, intelligent, and moral lead-
ership at DHS to combat those threats. 

I have full confidence that Ali 
Mayorkas will bring all of those quali-
ties to the role of Homeland Security 
Secretary. I strongly urge my col-
leagues to vote to confirm Alejandro 
Mayorkas for the position of Secretary 
of Homeland Security. 

Thank you. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF JANET LOUISE 
YELLEN 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I voted 
against the confirmation of Janet 
Yellen to be Treasury Secretary. Dr. 
Yellen is well known as an academic, 
as an economic policy adviser to Presi-
dent Clinton, and as Chair of the Fed-
eral Reserve. In all of these positions, 
she has proven herself to be wrong on 
fiscal, monetary, and economic policy. 

At her confirmation hearing, she vig-
orously supported the additional $2 
trillion stimulus package President 
Biden has put forward. Her argument is 
that this time is different—but since 
the great recession, big spenders have 
not receded from that argument, even 
during the times of unprecedented 
spending growth in the Trump adminis-
tration. Moreover, we know what the 
problem is in our economy today: gov-
ernment-mandated business closures. 
The economy contracted by nearly one- 
third in the second quarter of 2020 
when lockdowns were in full force, but 
in the third quarter, the summer, when 
restrictions were relaxed, the economy 
made nearly a full recovery. This clear-
ly indicates that our economy is not in 
need of stimulus; it needs fewer tin pot 
dictators in Governors’ mansions. 

Much more troubling than Dr. 
Yellen’s call for more spending is her 
dismissal of the harms of continued 
borrowing. She has said that borrowing 
and spending is not a problem because 
interest rates are low. And the key 
part of her argument is that stimulus 
will generate more growth than inter-
est will cost to borrow. That is the def-
inition of ‘‘modern monetary theory.’’ 
She did not use that phrase because it 
is so obviously wrong-headed. Modern 
monetary theory is self-conflicted be-
cause proponents of it, like Dr. Yellen, 
say we can borrow in good time, but 
they never say we need to be austere in 
bad times. In fact, bad times are when 
they call for even more borrowing and 
spending. 

Modern monetary theory is nothing 
more than window dressing on a deep- 
seeded desire to always spend more, no 
matter what, and its proponents hope 
to reap electoral benefits now and to 
leave office before the bill comes due. 
Well, the bill is coming due. The Con-
gressional Budget Office already esti-
mates that interest on our current debt 
will begin growing at nearly 22 percent 
annually in just 6 years. What does 
that mean? Higher taxes or Venezuela- 
style inflation—Probably both. I sim-
ply cannot support a candidate who 
seeks to inflict such pain on the Amer-
ican people in just a few short years for 
an entirely unneeded stimulus today. 
We know what works—opening the 
economy. We know what does not 
work—modern monetary theory. 
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